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Please write your letters and send to the address 
below. Also email a copy of your letter to Lisa 
Anderson Kellett as well so they have documentation 
in support of their cause.  
Cineplex Entertainment LP  
Guest Service  
1303 Yonge Street  
Toronto, ON M4T 2Y9  
 
Another speaker was Susan Masters  
speaking out on behalf of the  
Video Relay Services Committee  
and how the CRTC is looking at cutting the Video 
Relay Services program which could be a hardship to 
many hearing impaired people. For more information 
on this please contact bcvrsc@gmail.com. Letters in 
support of Video Relay Services should be sent to:  
Canadian Radio and Telecommunications  
#290 – 858 Beatty Street  
Vancouver, BC V6B 1C1  
www.crtc.gc.ca (click on “Ask a Question” to submit 
your letter/comments online) . 
 
The third subject that made a great impact on me 
was presented by Manitoba Assn. of Visual 
Language Interpreters (MAVLI) called “Making an 
Informed Choice: Interpreters vs. Signing 
Educational Assistants.” It was amazing the 
difference between the two as they showed a video 
of each interpreting in a kindergarten class. The 
interpreter signed with excitement and expression as 
the kindergarten teacher speaking in the video and 
interpreted the majority of the content. Whereas the 
Signing EA had less expression and tended to leave 
out information that she thought wasn’t important 
therefore withholding lot of content and changing the 
whole dynamics of the story. For more information in 
regards to this contact www.mavli.com/dvd.shtml.  
 
So as you set goals for 2012, please take a moment 
to write letters in support of these programs that so 
hugely affect our deaf and hard hearing community.  
 
All the Best,  
 
Teresa Lonn  
President 

Happy New Year Friends,  
As I reflect on the events hosted by CHHA Parents and 
those I have attended on behalf of CHHA Parents, I 
realize our work advocating for families of HOH children 
will always be the main focus of our group. As with 
many organizations, government funding and gaming 
funds have been limited therefore groups have to relook 
at their programs to see where they can save costs with 
minimal changes to their service.  
 
CHHA Parents realize that with these cuts, we have to 
spend more time looking at other resources for 
donations if we wish to provide the programs for families 
and their HOH children. At our Annual Meeting at 
Timberline Family Weekend, there was discussion how 
these cutbacks will affect our programs and some 
families provided different ideas which was much 
appreciated. Also we looked at the fact that our 
numbers at the Family Weekend were half the numbers 
of 2010 and that maybe it is time to change the venue 
and relook at the program.  
 
Do you have ideas for programs you would like to see or 
suggestions for affordable venues? Please contact our 
editor so that we can give consideration to these ideas 
at our board meetings. CHHA Parents is after all your 
organization as well and any input would be welcome.  
As president, I attend the Community Service Providers 
Committee (CSP) which meets 2 to 3 times a year. This 
committee is made up of various organizations 
connected with hearing loss, such as Western Institute 
for the Deaf, FNDC, Vancouver Community Mental 
Health, Provincial Services for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing, Children’s Hearing & Speech Centre, CHHA 
BC Parents, to name a few.  
 
The Fall meeting was very informative with the main 
topic of Communication Resources for Deaf and Hard 
Of Hearing. Presenters were Lisa Anderson Kellett 
discussing the insufficient equipment for Rear Window 
Captioning in Theatres. Many of the frustrations are not 
enough equipment and poorly maintained equipment. 
Access to theatres with rear window captioning is very 
limited. There are some new technologies that this 
group would like to see implemented such as Capti 
View. Check Google to find out more about Capti View. 
Idealistically it would be great if all films were open 
captioned but that is not the case. If you would like more 
information on this subject please contact 
lisandkellett@gmail.com. Each individual can support 
this group by writing letters to Cineplex complaining 
about the lack of equipment and request that they 
provide better support for hearing impaired moviegoers.  

Have you checked out our new 

and much improved website? 
 

www.CHHAparents.bc.ca 
 

http://www.mavli.com/dvd.shtml
http://www.chhaparents.bc.ca/


 
 

 
 
 

 
Family Fun Day at Crash Crawlyôs 
Fun for the whole family! Co-sponsored by FDNC, 
BC Hands & Voices and CHHA Parents’ Branch. 
 
 Sunday, March 4,  10am ï 1pm 

Coquitlam -  Map & directions on our 
website 

 
Register by Feb. 26 at  CHHAparents.bc.ca 

 
Educational Interpreting: stuck between a 
rock and a hard place  
Deb Russell Workshop  
 
 February 24, 2012, 9 am ï 12pm 
 Michael J Fox Theater  
 
For more information please contact: 
Christine.Ehrlich-Brady@sd41.bc.ca 

 

Book Review: If a Tree Falls 
A Family's Quest to Hear and Be Heard 
 
Jennifer Rosner's revelatory memoir explores 
family, silence, and what it means to be heard. 
When her daughters are born deaf, Rosner is 
stunned. Then, she discovers a hidden history of 
deafness in her family, going back generations to 
the Jewish enclaves of Eastern Europe. Traveling 
back in time, she imagines her silent relatives, who 
showed surprising creativity in dealing with a world 
that preferred to ignore them. 
 
Rosner shares her journey into the modern world of 
deafness, and the controversial decisions she and 
her husband have made about hearing aids, 
cochlear implants and sign language. An 
imaginative odyssey, punctuated by memories of 
going unheard, Rosner's story of her daughters' 
deafness is at heart a story of whether she – a 
mother with perfect hearing – will hear her children.  
 
If a Tree Falls is a  
poignant meditation on  
life’s most unpredictable 
moments, as well as the 
delights and triumphs  
hidden within them. 
 
www.ifatreefalls.com 

 

 

Walk2Hear Walkathon (W2H) 

The W2H walkathon was a great success this year. 
The event was held in 3 cities across Canada 
(Ottawa, Vancouver and Newmarket). Overall, it 
attracted 337 participants. Some walked as 
individuals and others formed teams and walked as a 
group. The event raised over $60,000. Most of this 
money was given back to the branches and chapters 
participating in the event to help these groups 
develop programs and events for hard of hearing 
people in their communities. The branches and 
chapters who participated this year include: BC 
Chapter, HEAR Branch, Kingston Branch, NCR 
Branch, Ontario Chapter, Outaouais Branch, 
Vancouver Branch, Victoria Branch, York Branch and 
the YA Network. Any branch or chapter looking to 
participate in 2012 should contact the National Office. 
It’s a great way to raise awareness in your community 
as well as raise some much needed funds. 
 

Annual National Conference ï 
30th CHHA anniversary 
The Canadian Hard of Hearing Association (CHHA) 
National Conference will take place in Ottawa from 
May 17 to May 19, 2012 at the Delta Ottawa City 
Centre Hotel. CHHA will also be celebrating its 30th

 

anniversary in 2012. This conference is  the only 
national learning event and networking conference 
held in Canada designed for the particular needs of 
Canadians who are hard of hearing. Do not miss this 
very important event!  
 
Every CHHA National Conference has specific 
objectives. It provides opportunities for the learning 
and development of persons who are hard of hearing, 
as well as for professionals, service providers and 
product specialists who work with consumers who are 
hard of hearing. It also provides a forum for 
professionals and social networking. For 2012, we 
decided to offer one workshop session to the general 
public. This is exciting! We have selected Keynote 
Speakers for the plenary and workshop sessions. 
This will be fun, informative, educational and very 
interesting.  
 
Members of the community will also be invited to the 
trade fair that showcases Canadian and 
American companies that offer products, services or 
initiatives of interest to persons who are hard 
of hearing. This year, as the conference theme is 
focused on wellness and health, the trade fair will also 
include exhibits relating to these specific areas.  

http://www.chhaparents.bc.ca/
mailto:Christine.Ehrlich-Brady@sd41.bc.ca
http://www.ifatreefalls.com/


 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

  



 
 

 
 
Hearinghealthmatters.org Adds Blog for Hard-of-
hearing Consumers  

Toronto, ON - A section designed specifically for 
people with hearing loss is the newest addition to the 
popular blog Hearinghealthmatters.org. Edited by 
Gael Hannan, The Better Hearing Consumer will 

advise readers in 
their pursuit of living 
successfully with 
hearing loss. That 
means, says 
Hannan, “aiming for 
good communication 
in every area of our 
lives.” 
 
Having overcome a 

lifelong hearing loss to become an accomplished 
writer, actor, and public speaker, Gael Hannan is 
also internationally known for her leadership role in 
helping others lead fulfilling lives despite being hard 
of hearing. 
 
Her first article on The Better Hearing Consumer, 
posted August 17, offers a good sample of her 
candid and lively approach. She writes: 

“…Living with hearing loss every day doesn’t 
necessarily mean we’re good at it. On the contrary, 
most of us suck at being hard of hearing or deaf!  

 
What we do excel at, however, is ignoring our own 
needs, devising ways to hide our condition, and, 
worst of all, meekly putting up with inaccessible 
conditions, simply because we don’t know how to 
make it otherwise.” 

In addition to blogging on Hearinghealthmatters.org, 
Gael is a director of the Canadian Hard of Hearing 
Association and was a lead developer of the Hearing 
Foundation of Canada’s award-winning Sound Sense 
hearing awareness program for elementary students. 
She also delivers corporate sensitivity training 
sessions on relating to employees and clients with 
hearing loss. 
 
Sometimes humorous, sometimes poignant, and 
always insightful, The Better Hearing Consumer will 
offer people with hearing loss and those who care 
about them a valuable new resource to turn to. 
 
In welcoming Gael to hearinghealthmatters.org, 
David Kirkwood, one of the founding editors, said, 
“When we started our blog, one of our goals was to 
provide an online forum where providers and 
consumers of hearing health could share their ideas 
and opinions with one another. Because of her life 
experience, her marvelous communication skills, and 
her strong commitment to the cause of enhancing the 
lives of people with hearing loss, Gael is ideally 
equipped to help us achieve that goal.”  
 
He added, “I’m sure that The Better Hearing 
Consumer will quickly become must reading for hard-
of-hearing people looking for advice and 
encouragement from someone who’s been there.” 

 
  

 
 
 
Technology has changed the way most of us live.  One benefit to the World Wide Web is the ability to connect 
with people we may never otherwise meet.  We can share life’s ups and downs, joys and sorrows with each 
other, so we each can grow into who we are meant to be. 
 
Blogging is an excellent way to learn from each other.  There are many parents just like you who are sharing 
advice and looking for advice by way of their blog. 
 
To get you started, we share a list of blogs you may find interesting: 
deafkidscanhear.blogspot.com texaskennys.blogspot.com    
savannahsjourney.blogspot.com  sophiasjourneytohear.blogspot.com  
kidsandhearing.com   mylifeisdeaf.wordpress.com  
putzworld.blogspot.com  - also has a list of more blogs  
 
An excellent way to subscribe to blogs is through Google Reader  
– check it out at reader.google.com. 
 
Editor’s Note: the opinions expressed in these blogs are that of  
the writer. The Parents’ Branch doesn’t necessarily agree with or support the views expressed. 

http://hearinghealthmatters.org/
http://deafkidscanhear.blogspot.com/
http://texaskennys.blogspot.com/
http://savannahsjourney.blogspot.com/
http://sophiasjourneytohear.blogspot.com/
http://kidsandhearing.com/
http://mylifeisdeaf.wordpress.com/
http://putzworld.blogspot.com/
http://reader.google.com/


 
 

 

 

Sony is hard at work building a special pair of 

glasses for cinema-goers that will display subtitles 

to the wearer without the words having to appear 

on the screen.  

 
For hearing-impaired cinephiles, the glasses will 

enable them to pop down to any screening rather 

than having to schedule their lives around special  

subtitled showings.  

 

"What we do is put the closed captions or the 

subtitles onto the screen of the glasses so it's 

super-imposed on the cinema screen, so it looks 

like the actual subtitles are on the cinema screen," 

explains Sony Digital Cinema, Tim Potter.  

Sony reckons the glasses could hit UK cinemas in 

early 2012, although it's not clear how well - if at all 

- the specs would work with a 3D film. We're not 

sure even the most dedicated film lover would be 

on board with donning two pairs of glasses at once!    

Sony is eyeing future possibilities for its glasses 

tech too - like simultaneous conversation 

transcription so that deaf people could read what's 

being said to them during the course of a 

conversation. 

 
 
 
 
  

The show "Switched At Birth" is coming 

to Canada. YTV will be airing this show starting 
January 16th in preparation for ABC Spark 
Network coming in March.  
 
It’s pretty much what it sounds like - the tale of two 
teenage girls who discover that the hospital 
swapped up their ID tags when they were born.  
 
The show features deaf and hard of hearing 
actors, one of whom was not able to afford the 
hearing aids she needed until ABC paid for them 
when she was cast in the role. 
 
"To make this show real and genuine, we had to 
find hard-of-hearing actors," executive producer 
Paul Stupin says in a casting feature. "We were 
looking for a character who could be the lead of an 
ABC Family show, who has a great look, who is a 
wonderful actress, who has a sense of confidence 
that the character has, and optimism, and at the 
same time, had to be hard of hearing." 
 
Tune in on January 16. 

Research Participants Needed  -
UBC School of Social Work  

Do you have a brother or sister who is deaf? 

I am a Master of Social Work student at the 
University of British Columbia. For my thesis, I am 
conducting a study entitled “Negotiating the 
Hearing-Deaf Sibling Relationship Across the Life 
Span”. I am interested in the stories of siblings of 
deaf persons. 

You are eligible to participate in this study if: 

¶ You have a sibling who is pre-lingually deaf, and 
is in the severe to profound range of deafness  

¶ You are over 18 years old 

¶ You live in the Lower Mainland of BC 

¶ You speak and understand English 

¶ You are willing to provide up to 2 hours of your 
time to be interviewed 

 You will be given the option to review a written 
analysis of the study’s finding. Total maximum time 
commitment (including review of the analysis) will 
not exceed 4 hours. 
 
This study is being supervised by Elizabeth Jones, 
Instructor, UBC School of Social Work, (604) 738-
0506. 
 
 Interested? Please contact: 
Arby Yeo, MSW student 
Phone: (778) 829-3637 
Email: asy360@hotmail.com 
 

Have you renewed your membership with 
us??  Please use the form on the back of 

the newsletteré thank you! 
 

We now accept donations on our website 
via CanadaHelps.org 

javascript:press_email('asy360@hotmail.com')


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Please select:  □ Parent(s)      □ Professional      □ Other:          

                       
NAME(s) 

                       
Organizatoin / Business Name (if applicable) 

                
MAILING ADDRESS 

                
PHONE      EMAIL 

 

□  Annual Membership  - Family  

($30 annually)   

□  Annual Membership  - Professional  

($50 annually)   

□  Donation  $         
(tax receipt will be emailed for donations over $10) 

Total Enclosed:  $     

 
Families, please list your Hard of Hearing child(ren): 
        

          
Name    Birthdate    

         
Name    Birthdate  

   
Payable to: CHHA B.C. Parents’ Branch –  

c/o 10150 Gillanders Road; Chilliwack, BC  V2P 6H4  

   
 Please consider donating to CHHA BC Parents’ Branch – our charity number is 86215 7302 RR0001,  

we will provide a tax receipt for all donations over $15.   
Donations via CanadaHelps.org are now accepted on our website. 

. 

Thank you!  Your support benefits hard-of-hearing children in BC 

Email is our most cost - effective way to give you 

important information on a regular basis...   
If you are not receiving our email updates, please send your address to  

info@CHHAparents.bc.ca .  We wonõt fill your inbox !   

 

We love to hear from our families.   If you have any suggestions 

regarding events, newsletter  submissions (pictures, stories, jokes, 

encouragementsé), issues you need help with, etc.,  

please contact us!   

2010-11 Board Members 
 

President  Teresa Lonn 
Vice President  Leila Lolua 
Secretary  Nicole Grazier 
Treasurer  Lynne Page 
Directors at Large Simone Felker 
   Lisa Woogman 
   Cathy Higginson 
Parent Support  Cathy Luther 
   Tanya Grange 
Webmaster  Steve Kazemir 
Administrator  Willetta Les 
 
We operate as a team: working together 
to bring support to parents of children 
who are hard of hearing.   
We welcome you to attend our next 
meeting… you won’t be asked to commit 
to a lot of work, we promise!  We meet in 
Surrey 4-5 times per year.   
Please contact Willetta at 
info@CHHAparents.bc.ca for info. 

MISSION STATEMENT  

We are a parent group who are passionate about connecting &  

supporting families throughout BC who have school -aged children 

living with hearing loss.  Through fun family activities our 

children develop sustaining friendships as they grow into young 

adults.  We educate and support parents through our 

newsletters, w orkshops and other events.  As a parent group, we 

understand the power of meeting with one another . 

 

mailto:info@CHHAparents.bc.ca
mailto:info@CHHAparents.bc.ca

